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A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES AT AMIGA FORMAT 




A SPECIAL NEWSLETTER - FOR SUBSCRIBERS 



The staff they 
ate a changin' 




parted company so he could pursue a free- 
lance career. Bui after years <>l Hitting ii 

job 10 job. writing for all and sundry, he lias 

i in. l :t^;iin sought the solai c ul i Ijii.v ollii e 
ite.lch income and cui-siii- i oiler |>ie|iaralitni 
facilities. Jason will be helping Nick Vekch 
maintain and improve AF's already superb 
Vnoush Arnica section. 

Rob's replacement has yet 10 be finalised, 

bill lir'le been illlimtait-d Willi eliuinnes . 
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J I ' > lieu .ill ( luriKi' again rhi.s month - no 
sooner do I assume command, than t have 
two mutineers on im hands. Kiciiaid liagulo 
has been appointed ediior of AF* sisier man, 
Amiga Shapptr, and Koh Mead, AFt sultry 
Karnes ed. has juirif«-il ship completely to 
work on - |>ei ibis - Profiwal Cannula. Not 
I'rarliial Amiga Cirri Caravan 01 Amiga (hiaim 
t*i 1 Mt-ivaaiiig ,Wnitlhh !ji even Carai'a"- With 
Amigin-lti-'Fhem Action. Takes all sorts. . Still, 
out besi wishes jjo with iheni both. 

Hui what of the empty desks sitting for- 
lornly in the Amiga Formal ollice. I hear you 
cry. fear not. for their replacements are 
already well under way; Baggers' seat has been 
nlliil tn tin- | j r . . 1 1 1 v; . < 1 u-i. Ii-lii'.iij |.i-.j(i 
llolljoni Jason was with Amiga Formal hoiu 
launch io issue 1 1, at which point he and AF 



Sick of sitting on my own in <he corridor. 

1 pt-i-nailt-d tile le.un In re. injure the \l 
offices. Amiga Shopper haye been summarily 

booted out, giving us all enough room to 

swing several cats all tied togetlici 

I've now taken prime position in i In- mi- 
ner, surrounded by my generals (Jules and 
Nick) and am the lord of all I survey. Perhaps 
I'll even turn my desk around so I can see the 
rest of the office.. . 

Sadly, this also means that I'm now well 
within earshot of the A/ - ghelloblasier. which 
lives on a constant diel of truly dreadful 
music, including Stephen Bradley's extensive 
collection of Gilbert O'Sullivan hits. I've 
alceadv written to die Samaritans and 
Amnesty International. 

CONTINUED OVERLEAF t 



Richard Jones takes you through 
the seamless process that takes 
AF from the drawing board, 
around the office a few times 
and to the printers... 

A magazine Production Ed Hoc Is the 
dynamic organiser and motivator at the 
hub ot the team, oi at least that's what It 
■ays in the job description. 

In practice being a Prod Ed means 
nagging writers and artists to get on with 
their work and listening wearily to their 
pathetic excuses when they don't. The next 
stage in the process Involves being nagged 
by the production department to gel the 
pages out and making pathetic excuses to 
them about why they're late. 

Actually the nagging and pathetic 
eicuses only really start In desdlln 
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happy lam My. Hero's 

ourselves over I he tour week production 

lifespan of a typical issue of Amiga Format 

CONTINUED OVERLEAF I 



Read all about it! 

Special limited offer for Amiga 
Format subscribers. Order your half- 
price copy of Get The Most Out Oi 
Your Amiga 1 993 NOW! 
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ot top Amiga utilities, all for just £9.95! 
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Is left over 
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bit of paper necessary for the ruthlessly 
efficient running of AF lands on my desk al 
some point, this can take some time. 

Take car* not to look loo closely at old 
page proofs In case 1 notice a mistake. 
Discover Frank Bartucca's glasses 
underneath pizza box. Wonder where the rest 
ol him is. Draw up copy deadlines lor the 
team. Give Stephen Bradley a withering look 
when he snorts with derision at his Demo 

Hold meeting about flatplan theme. The 
tlatplan is the plan of all the magazine pages, 
and undergoes about 15 changes during the 

issue. Instead of just numbering t 



A reader 
writes... 
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leaving) and he (rather sadly) decides on 
Jazz Butcher record lilies. 

Sort out various admin things, phone 
freelancers and commission a couple of 
pages. Review a peculiar French pin ball 
game. Begin tlatplan ning. Decide this would 
be a good lime to give up smoking. 

WHk Tm: Sub raw text and pass it 
over lo art. Start looking at the finished 
Quark X Press pages and start to make 
noises about having to gel 20 pages ready by 
the end of the week. Revise flatplan because 
Nick Vertch has changes. 

Week Threw: Start talking wistfully 
about something called copy flow, an 
interesting concepl whereby there's a sleedy 
flow of copy from the writers to me, from me 
lo the artists and Irom the artists back to me 
and on to Steve Jarratt. I explain lo anybody 
who will listen that a good copy flow system 
would have a similar impact on Ihe quality of 
our lives as the Welfare Stale did In Post War 
Britain. Writers look at me with pity and the 
sensitive art people seem nervous. Revise 
flatplan because Nick Vertch has changes. 

Week Four: II I was a smug person I 
would feel, err. smug. For the last week I've 
been telling everyone that unless we get 
another 20 pages ready for the printers by 
Monday, Ihe magazine could go late. On 
Monday I am greeted by lots ol people 

pages ready lor Ihe printers today, the 
magazine could go late. This Is deadline 
week, a time of frayed tempers and ] angled 
nerves. We often work till 10pm or later a 
couple of nigh Is a week to gel the mag to the 
printers on time. It we don't we could miss 
our print slot and go on sale Isle, which is 
not the object of the exercise for a 
Production Editor. The paper and pizza 
boxes begin to pile high on my desk and it all 
seems vaguely familiar. 
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Dear Backstage, 

I've been .i subscriber to vour excellent 
m offered the extra disk as 
subscribe. This certain Iv 
worked for me .mil I enjoy /If even more now 
thai I have ilii- disk ;ind Barkslagr. 

But here are my suggestions to make 
ttnekstagr even belter. First, the disk. I believe 
ihe disk should oner the widest range of 
areas possible. Al ihe moment vnu are cater- 
ing for games player, graphics, wnid 
processing and DTP 
(louts), but you haven't 
put anything on the 
disks which is to do 



Him 1 would like to see pails ninth have been 
written hv subscribers. This could be a review 
of the latest piece of software or hardware, a 
letter talking about the Amiga or anything 
fist- ivl mi li is relevant in .in Amiga mag-a/ini- 

Vou could choose the most interesting Id- 
ler each month and publish it in lliukflngr. 
Try to involve vour readers .is much as possi- 
1 pit- because ill. -n ihe Subs. - m I h - r.s ' Nii|nT[h-k 
and flurftitogrwill be even more enjoyable. 
M Kelley, Dorset 
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llolborn who will he lollaling the disk each 
issue - I'm sure we can find some music phiv- 
ets for the disk. I'd also like to see things thai 
AF readers have produced using ihe utilities 
we've given awav with the < ' mi disks - -in h j\ 
FrtA'rrtor drawings. .Vfrr.uV V compositions. 
InterBase files Of 



Write to Backstage 

It there's anything you would like lo see I 
Backtrace or Amiga Format write to; 
Backstage. Amiga Formal. 30 Monmouth 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 



I would also like to 

brushes for graphics. Vou seem lo he sticking 
with utililies mi the Subscribers Superdisks 
which is verv good, but I would like to see 

i- .ii ln.il ivoik -iuIi ;i. i lie 1 1 li, i (iilr .mil fu- 
tures. The fonts you put on are great and I 
would like to see Ibem con !. 

1 think it would lie a good idea to let sub- 
scribers send in their work on a disk so vou 
could choose the besi ones and pin ihem on 
the Subsi nbii-' disk I know llieie is a limited 
amount ol spare, bin I think vou should irv to 
put more varied programs mi lite disks, tins 
i-|iii iaIK i;< ii- luv iiiii.ii modi lies anil plaveis 

Next there is Harkstaer, whk h again is vert 



Imagine models - if 
you've done some- 
thing to he proud ol. 
why not share it with 
other Bnrkstage read- 
ers? Von never know. I 
in. iv even give ,i»av sonic limned edition. 
Iiand-c Lifted 1/ T-diucs (or lading that, some 
of ihe other junk in theoBice), 

Similarly. Ilaekstngr is an open forum lor 
your letters, complaints, reviews or sugges- 
tions. Jnsl make sine vou label y envelope 

HarkMngr. •■• it'll go into the bottomless pile ol 
.lime" hmnnl mail. 

To get the ball rolling, heie are a few tun- 
ics of interest Id like lo hear almlll: what do 
vou think ol ,t/'s Covirdisks? Wh.ii are voin 
laiouriics- Whal son ol special offers do von 
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Pleasance remains positive 

coming li |n'.iii World < )) Amiga show, which is to In- held al Wembley Exhibition 

Centre, in November. However, of more immediate ititeiesi w.is how < nunijiidore them- 
selves are fating giving the shoe k news ol dti'ii impending pun li.i-.i- |.rr \i-wv \!'>tl\. 

\. i li .val Amiga user could ignore the news, and I've no doubt many are worried about 
the repercussions the takeover will have. Well, David Pleasance and ihe other guys at 
< .iiiimodi.il M n- i irtaiiiK vin positive ghoul i v. -r\ thing: a. Bu as they're concerned it will 
In- business .is usual. They have* many plans loi die future - including developing die 
( ill'JOO iiihI AAA R]S< : machine, and I'm con I idem thai wiili an injection of cash we can 
see the Amiga become a major force in the home computer market again just thought 
vou'd like to know... 



Subscribers' special book offer 

Please send me a copy of Get The Most Out Of Make cheques payable to: Future Publishing 

Your Amiga 1993 at the special subscribers'- Name 

only price of £9.95 - a saving of £10. ... 



Method of payment (please tick as applicable) 
VISA ACCESS _ CHEQUE P/O 

Credit card number 

□□□□ nana dddd nana 

Expiry date DDDD 



Signature 

Send this form to: Amiga Format Mail Order, 
Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST (BS4900), 
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6BR. FLB0009A 



Subscribe^ 



Richard Baguley scours the Public Domain to bring 
you a selection of the best games and utilities. 




An exce l lent rwo-playc 
Grnvily Force 2 k one <>r ih. 
games with an extra • thii ig 
keeps you coming back tor nun 
and more. The basic idea is simple: you ; 
unit opponent just have have to fly inn 
attempting to shoot each oilier Tor no parli 

This would lie a fairly simpli 
wasn't for the presence of gravity, which dt 
von down iii the soil of way Thai only gra 
i. in. II von hit anvof (lie wills or the floor , 

Your ship is equipped with .1 laser (pi 
ihe joystick forward to fire) and a thru; 
(press the fire button) and vou also have a t 
cial weapon (pull the joystick backl which ■ 
can pick from a com pre h< 

such delights as free-fall Ixmibs,, guided rniv 
siles or triple uito-cannom. 

Il's a hit ililtii uli at first learning how to 
control voiir ship, bill \ou'H soon get the hang 
ol it and lie zooming around llie 

r 1 thing wild l.tsei I -ill- and Ik nubs Ihing ;ti 

over the place. 

There are about 40 levels including sev- 
eral race levels where (he aim is to gel lb gl: 

a series of points in 
lime. As you'd expect, it's still considered 
acceptable to sliool the oilier plavcr in the 
spirit ol friendly competition as long as you 




On a less trigger-happy note IMMctar is 

an animation player and compiler, bin it dif- 
fer- Ironi plau-is such as ITii'nm oi Vini'trk in 

thai mii .il-n add sound to i animation 

and load or save ii as single frames. MainArlor 
also Ii.ls (he advantage ol being able lo read in 
or save out FLI or PLC files created on lesser 
computers such as PCs. 

The animations can be composed of 
eiiber anim Hies jirodincd hv programs such 
as l>Paml <ir single images, or you can com- 
bine them lo form complete animations. 

The first tiling you need to do to gel 
MainArlor up and running is to s.-i up an 
assign which telfs the program where it is. If 
you have put MairiAriw on to your hard disk 
(called, for instance. Arthur] in a directors' 
called Actor, you would enler the following 
line or add ii to your siarntp sequence: 



MiifiiArlnr is far loo < "tiiplm a program lo 
lie explained in any great detail here, but for- 
tunately it comes with some excellent 
documentation, which includes a tutorial lo 
show you how in get started and use your own 
images and samples. 

Those of you who look advantage of our 
Imaginr upgrade offer from the Coieidisk of 
Issue 53 should have received, or should be 
receiving shortly, your copy of hiiufiitc 1. 

However, Impulse haw alreadv i<lc-ulilii-d 
a minor hug with die program, which fmagiur 
i Patch will fix. The bug means thai ground 
objects don't show up properly in reflections 
when rendered in Trace Mode. It's only a 
minor glitch, but it could be irritating. 
Anyway, miming the Amiga |>atrh program 





corrccD the program lo gei wound this. To 
insiall lilt- patch, en] iv the file ImSFixAm into 
your Imagine directory anil type ImSFixAm m 
(he Shell. 

CBMDtypcs is a in] Ice lion of new 
datatypes, which you ran use with the 
Workbench 3 program Mvtioiiw to view 
images in X-Bitmap formal (as used on many 
high-end wortomioni) and listen to sound 

hies produced on Sun compulers. 

There is also .in enhanced version of the 
picture* datatvpe. whit ii lias greatly improved 
1 1 ill >ii i mapping, uliii Ii is e\i rente 1\ usclul if 
you are trying lo display pictures which arc in 
a different number of colours to the 
YYoiklteiich screen. 



PrititChvaprr is one of those incredibly sim- 
ple ideas which makes life easier and in lllis 
rase also saves vim liionci ,iw\ papei Tin- pro- 
gram enables you lo prim on Imih sides of a 
sheet of paper I" splitting lest files into even 
snd odd pages, so you can print out the odd 
pages on lo one side of the |>aper and the 
even pages on the other which can't he bad 

iiewi loi all tile worried trees (Hit there. 

PrinlVhraprr has lo be ran from ihe CU. 
and yoti can adil a variety of options to the 
command line to control how the file is 
printed. For instance, if you want to print out 
the even pages "Iran startup sequence with a 
heatlei giving die page number, type in the 
following line: 



ff "" l.-l. r 
!»■ Egtjft,.. 

i i 1 ' • n'f,', j-ntjjf""" '""" 
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If you then put ihe pages back into the 
paper feeder (but upside down] and change 
Er to OP. it prints out the odd pages on the 
reverse side of ihe rxiper. For more details, 
check the document which tells von almiu 
jns for controlling Prinl( leafier. 

The Smiley program is particularly useful if 
you are interested in any form of demonic 
mail. If you are, yon have probably already 
i nine across smilevv These are wavs ol visual)* 
espies-un; [-1111. Ill Hi' mii Ii .is ]n\, sadness hi 
annoyance in text-only messages lis adding 
characters such as :-), :-( or :-/- Turn the page 
on iis side to see whal I nieaii. 

(her the years, people have come up wilh 
several hundred variation* on this theme, 
including such gems as :-*) (mustachioed smi- 
ley). ♦():-) (happy pope) and q:-) (smiley with 
baseball hail. 

Ibis program contains a comprehensive 
list ol smileys, and typing 'smiley' in ihe Shell 

provides you with a random one. Alternatively, 

Von can generate a list by Ivping smiley -1'. 
You can also find out ihe meaning of a partic- 
ular sniilev you aren't Mite about bv pulling it 
in an environment tunable railed smile' and 
ivping smiley -e'. 

The full source code for the Smiby pro- 
grain is also included, so il's not a completely 
liivolous affair. Smiln was originalls designed 
for use on Unix platforms, so it's also a good 
example of how to code in C for differenl 
computer platforms. 

I know it's nol quite seasonal. Inn I 
couldn't resist pulling this gem on ihe 
Subscriber's Superdisk, Snow is an cxielleiu 
screen hack by Markus lllenseer which brinjp. 
up a window tilled Willi Christmas trees, falling 
smiw and reindeer Ihe sun may he shining 
outside, but you can lemiiid yourself ol the 
joys of Chrislmas with ihis rather nice pro- 

snowflakes on the screen or whether it uses a 
window or die screen backdrop. O 



-d vtiilty took no furttw than th» inf onrutiv* Simlr, proa* 



